Review of ‘Nice Hat!" in U.K. Magazine
‘Firecracker’ issue #16

N i
FIRECRACKER ‘,

MAGAZINE P*‘ . hqll
l 4 .

HIGH FIVE: BANGKOK INTERMATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 2006

Robaert Willlamson picks oufl five highlights irom the recent 2006 Banghok
Ind@malsonal Film Festaval. ..

Mice Hat! 5§ Enigmas in the Life of T P

Cambodis

I'm cheating here slightly as this isn' DAVID BRISBIN TELLS
technically an Asian film, though i THE STORY OF
s wih Socthanst Asio. Snowiog  CAMBODIAN HISTORY
gr:::jp;m?m Ilﬁ:'lmduan lulmTaker AMD SOCIETY

risbin (ac a production
designes with Il'liyt-pn::lle credits THROUGH... HATS.
including frn The Cuf and My Owr S ———

Privata igahch has taken il upon hirmsel

to tefl the stony of Cambodian hisiory and sechety through the mediem of ... hais,
Cambodians, it iranspires, are obsessed with the things. favouring headgess &
diverse as palm leal boaters, crochéd bonnets and mass-produced baseball caps
Cir, if they are true Khmers, they simply wrap a traditional sheet known as a krama
angursd thesir hasds

All this ks highly charming, bul Brisbin's
film detves deeper inbo the histoncal
and ideological baggage of Khmaer
haradgiar, considening nal only the
cilireme” hals but alto the hisioncal
segnificance ol the battle halmeats wom
in wars throughout the ages and the
royal crown, which, i appears, may
havwd Bien 1081 during the Fol Pal
regirn, hough sueh is its eullural significance [hal no such possibilly has eaer
been cfficially acknowledged. Filmmaker Rathy Pahn eloguently relates his conflicled
fealings about the krama, which, baing the traditional Khemer gamment, was co-opbed
as a symbol of ihe Khmer Aouge and in many people’s minds remaing lainied by
such associations, For such a unsquely and definingly Cambodian item 1o be Lainked
in this way offes an clhenaise unseen conlirmation of the deep and lundarment al
psychological scars Cambodia has taken so long 10 overcome.

Tha fikm also considers Cambodia’s soondmet utlook by BTN et prospacts of
Ehose workineg in thie hat-making industny, which was intially Bocsted by ghobalisation
bid is now ncreasingly threatened by it. The film i at its strongest in identilying
tensions such as these, though B is mmportand 10 note That it 15 by no means
passimistic. Infused with & greal love and nespect for the Cambodian pacpl,
Brishin's l:haﬂ'l'lll'lﬂ and syrmipathedic film stikes a perfect balands of Concam about
s pist and optimism for the lubue,



